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Good things come from bad situations

John Jenkins, Barry Edwards and
Colin Stewart call a public meeting

for those who feel putting the

sewage plant on McNabs Island is a
bad idea. From this initial meeting,
the Friends of McNabs Island

Society will be born.
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Harbour island eyed to house sewage treatment facility

By Christine Soucie
DARTMOUTH BUREAU

MeNabs Jslnnd is the site of |-aJt re-
sistance for a sewage treatment plant, a
group of Dartmouth residents advised the
Halifax Harbour Task Force Monday night

The task force was charged with the
duty last year of finding a location for a
propesed $200 million sewage trealment
facility for metro, and the type of treatment
it should utilize. The Dartmouth meeting
was the fourth in a series of five

Residents at the meeting discussed the
five options for treatment plant locations de-
veloped by the task force. Plants located
near the narrows or at the outer harbour
were dismissed because of environmental ef
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‘When we first discussed the McNabs Island option
we thought we'd get a hue and cry. The response
has been underwhelming. We expected a high

resistance.”

fects in Bedford Basin and on the fishery, re
spectively. Also, a multi-plant option sug-
gested for the narrows or transporting raw
sewage via tunnels te a plant at the
harbour's outer reaches are more costly
than other alternatives

MeNabs Island was favored because of
the availability of land, its distance from resi-
dential areas, and the location of the outfall
in deep waters with adequate circulation

—Task foree chairman Boh Fournier

away from the harbour's main fishing arcas.

Task force chairperson Bob Fournier
said the group sent out the McNabs [sland
test balloon at the first public meeting to
measure public reaction. He clarified the site
is not the task force’s final choice.

“When we (task force) first discussed
the MeNabs Island option we thought we'd
get a hue and cry. The response has been

underw h( Iming,
sist;

We expected a high re
“ Dr. Fournier said

he resulting bridge that would have to
be constructed would open up the island
enhancing the wrea’s recreational and tour
ism opportunities, Dr. Fournier added.

The major disadvantage to a plant on
the island’s northern end would be the likely
flow of effluent and eventual sedimentation
in Eastern Passage. Some preferred a plant
on the south side, while another resident
suggested charging Eastern Passage resi-
dents less for sewage treatment.

Many attending the meeting preferred
secondary over primary. which could have
capital costs up to $280 million, with yearly
operating costs between $4.4 and $6.8 mil-
lion,

McNabs ferry owner John Jenkins voices opposition to the idea of a sewage-treatment plant on the island.

McNabs sewage idea blasted

By MARK BLANCHARD
The Daily News

The chairman of the Halifax har-
bor cleanup task force was scolded
for suggesting McNabs Island as a
site for metro's proposed sewage
treatment plant

But Bob Fournier told an audience
of 70 he was “misrepresented (o a
large extent” in a Chronicle-Herald
story yesterday

“We are not recommending Me-
Nabs. We are simply saying that we
would like to hear ugal Lﬁe communi-
ty thinks about the possibility,” he
said, after a shouting argument with

one man.

“That's a fair question when you
consider the fact that anywhere, all
around the harbor is portant to
somebody at some point — and that
treatment is going Lo go somewhere

John Jenkins, who owns the Me-
Wabs Island ferry, charged Fournier
with putting “misleading” figures
and data about sewage outfall before
the task force's five public hearings

“He's telling people he doesn't
want it in the Narrows, He's telling
people he doesn't want it out in the
ocean,” Jenkins told reporters.

“He's telling people he wants it on
MeNabs Island.™

Fournier, a Dalhousie
who heads the volunteer committee,
said the group has got to consider the
provincial Lands and Forest Depart
ment-owned property to say it's
looked at all possible site options.

The task force raised the McNabs
suggestion at its initial public hear-
ings, but had an “underwhelming
response from the 200 people mhu
have attended the previous four ses-
sions, he said

scientist

MecNabs has historical and archeo
logical significar © and has been a
designated region ! recreation arca
since 1975
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March 28, 1990

AN 7\\\'ﬂ g

MEMORANDUM OF ASSIC
or

fricwes of Menebs Tsland. Sec ety '
L. The name of the Sociery is *Friznds d{ Mt Jakes LSland SeciiTy

2. The objects of the Society asos

ta) To preserue an% enhaven.  M9Wab% | Ladlors gad Deolls

T.s!a.m-h Pu. u_:;z_; s es @ ﬁ,dutu..mj i skomkad | ot turod
e,._:;:m-—:z,;j n—;‘W ""‘-ﬁa”*‘ Ny Guediyy hc\
. e .
el pocte stacs ot oF R b0
). ‘c;:vwc e R T ) was, ok B T
(MAJ?-'- L S » N et Lo obyectus (a)

fr, purchase, bequest, devise or

ire by way of grame,

otherwise, n

al and persenal property and to use and apply such

on of the ebjects of the Seeiety:

{4} To buy, own. held, lease, mortgage, sell and convey sueh real
the

and personal property as may be necessary or desirable ir

careying out of the objects of the Soefety.

PEQVIDED that nothing herein contained shall permit the Soclety to
cAETy on any erade, industry, or busiress and the Society shall be caeried
@n without purpose of gain to any of the mesbers and that any surplus or
any accretions of the Soclety shall be used solely for the purposes of
the Society and the promotion of its cbjects.

BEgIS j] QJ\.,Q?(e o)

-2
PROVIDED, further, that if for any reason the operations of the
Society are terminated or are wound Up, or are dissolved and there
remains, at that time, after satisfaction of all its debts and
liabilities, any property whatsoever, the same shall be paid to
some other charitable organization in Canada, having objects
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The Friends begin the public debate to
protect McNabs Island as parkland

Members of the new society work to understand the sewage plant
proposal and public process. We engage in public discussion to hold the
proponent accountable, and educate politicians and the public in how
special and valuable McNabs Island is as parkland.
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VPhoto’ shows sewage plant not on McNabs
‘Doesn’t look bad,’ : :
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But It may be some time before the litie sewage A kind of barm around the island, with grass and
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Friends quickly begin on island activities
and public education.

Picnics begin in 1991 and run for 4 years, Fall Foliage begin in 1991
and continue today

Friends of McNabs Island




Beach Sweeps begin in 1991, and have
become a trademark ‘on island’ activity

Beach Sweeps have been held annually, usually in Environment Week.
This event has been a great way to introduce new people to the island

Friends of McNabs Island



Friends represent the Island Park at the
sewage plant Environmental Assessment
Public Hearings, 1993

e Many of the Society members prepare and present
statements to the ‘quasi-judicial’ hearings.

e Concerns range: value of the park to tourism and
education, cost of the project, breaking of existing land use
by-laws, public process, and more

Friends of McNabs Island



1993 - the island sewage plant proposal
fails due to huge increase Iin cost.

The cost of the project more than doubles to >$400M. The
funding agreements collapse and the project stops

Shallow victory for the Society, who support responsible
harbour cleanup. We celebrate none-the-less.

Ironically the design eventually built, several smaller plants in

the communities they serve, was the design advocated by our
members

Out of the sewage plant debate, a new constituency for the
Island has emerged to protect the island from indiscriminate
development, and to advocate for thoughtful park
development
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1994 - the Friends continue to grow

In 1994 the Friends on McNabs Island receive ‘charitable society’
status, and begin on island improvement projects such as trail
clearing, bridge building and providing outhouse facilities.
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Focus on park development, public
awareness and education

Friends board member Carolyn Mont leads a group of teachers on an
Island tour, and a Discovery Center day camp discovers the magic of
McNabs

Friends of McNabs Island




Focus on park development, public
awareness and education

creation of the ‘McNabs Island Kit’ available through the
Museum of Natural History

Publication of brochure & map in 1995

Variety of speaking stops and slide show presentations
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1995 -The Friends get published

Through the effort of Discove
several members and other A}{&ZZZS |
interested ‘authors’, the
society publishes a very &
popular field guide to the
Island, which makes the
‘best seller list’

Friends of McNabs Island Society
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1996 to 1998 - the Friends continue to grow

e 1996 a web page is

continues. Chris Poulen Newsietor o e ends o eavs eard Sty
h aS bee n I O n g —ti m e We b Volume Sixteen, Issue 2 Winter 2008

.
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e On island activities
continue, trail I S
maintenance, Beach
Sweep & Fall Foliage

Friends of McNabs Island




Friends invited to assist with Park Planning

2000 — the Minister of
DNR establishes a Public
Advisory Committee to
help draft a Park
Management Plan for
McNabs Island Park.
Friends of McNabs is
viewed as a key
stakeholder, and invited
to participate.

Friends of McNabs Island



2002 - the goal ‘McNabs and Lawlor
Islands Park’

e November 2002 - the Nova Scotia Department of Natural
Resources declares “McNabs and Lawlor Island Provincial
Park’

e The dream of the society has come true ... but much is
needed to done, and the work does not stop.

Friends of McNabs Island
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Park Management Plan endorsed by
the Minister

Aug. 2005 - following
5 years of effort by volunteers
and Govornment advisors (and e
endless discussion about Lawlor
camping), the Park Management 1
Plan is endorsed, including
Implementation steps. However,
funding and timelines remain

elusive and a challenge.

NOVA'SCOTIA -

Natural Resources
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Achievement, recognition & more to do

2006 - Friends of McNabs Island Society awarded Canadian
Council on Ecological Areas Gold Leaf Award

2007 - Facebook page launched

Friends members continue to organize events, stay engaged in
the Public Advisory Committee,

And...

Friends of McNabs Island
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Discover McNabs Island 2" edition

2008 - following the success e
of the 15t edition, the
Friends update and publish
a 2"d edition of the popular
field guide to the island,
Including updated and new
chapters.

—— ]

Discover McNabs Island :
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Beach sweeps continue to be a popular
annual event, this year iIs June 7

Cleaning the beaches and shorelines is a never ending task, but things
have improved over the years. The Friends have removed over 9000 bags
of litter from the beaches.

Friends of McNabs Island




Friends become political negotiators

Friends consider the

saving of Fort Hugonin a ':

real success story. Once | ISIa“d “IStory preserveu |
learning of the impending
demolishion of the fort,
Cathy inspired a
groundswell of support to
save the important
features of the fort, clean o
up the hazardour &
materials as intended, and
save money.

Fort Hugonin on McNabs Island spared from demolition /4
a A A
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Government response

WEEKLY News

A section of the historic fort on McNabs Island.

McNabs Island fort saved, but what next‘?

By Joanne Oostveen — The Weeldy News
successful battle was waged last week to
an historic fort on McNabs Island.
Fort Hugonin, located on the north-west
part of the island was built in 1899. Earlier
this month, Defence Construction Canada is-
sued a tender for the demolition of the fort, a
plan that didn't sit well with supporters and

Some of the original fence surrounding the fort.

friends of this significant part of Halifax's
military history

Woodside-Eastern Passage Coun. Jackie
Barkhouse said she couldn't believe Fort Hugo-
nin was set to be and
imous from council hy
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support
a letter be sent to the Defence Department ask-
ing them to stop their plans to destroy the fort, at

on a recent trip to McNabs it wasn't hard to en-
vjsmnr.heﬁu‘thlimhsydmi
barracks and had

was originally used as
emphcemeuts[brfourquickﬂmsgunsnnd
subterranean magazines.

In 1940, Hugonin Battery was essentially
taken out of action and the guns were then
mounted at the nearby Strawberry Battery
Interestingly enough, the bacracks at Hugo-

, February, 29, 2008 The Dartmouth - Cole Harbour Weekly News

hlﬂﬂ.mlﬁynmﬂﬂ
the guns were then mounted at the nearby Strawberry Battery.

Mike Tilley, owner of McNabs Island Ferry, talls
abont a secton of e fort on Mchabs siand that

Friends of McNabs Island

Public response inspires positive

DARRELL GAKE PHOTOS.




With Cathy’s ‘will’ there Is a way

e Friends of McNabs
Island President,
Cathy McCarthy
spearheads
fundraising effort
for trail rebuilding,
and compiles more
than $270,000.
Provides major
rehabilitation of
Garrison Rd.

e Looking forward to
“Trails phase 2,
2011°

Friends of McNabs Island




Friends trail project connects to Parks
Canada clean up effort

Winter 2010 — Parks
Canada coordinates a major
contaminated soil clean up
at Garrison Pier / Mauger
Beech area. An old oil pipe
uncovered by Hurricane
Juan causes a reassessment
and clean up of former DND

property.
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Friends of McNabs Island Society

There 1s more to do ... to be continued ...
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